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Headteacherôs Message 
 
Its always a delight to welcome our students 
and staff back to school for a brand new year. 
 
We all hope that 2017 sees us building on the 
successes of last year and that Sir Frederic 
Osborn becomes the secondary school of 
choice for all the students in our local area. We 
are    encouraged to see that our first choices 
for September have increased by 26% from 
this time last year. 
 
As it is a new year, it is useful to remind      
everyone that for us to óAchieve Success     
Togetherô  then this demands hard work from 
students and staff both in and outside the 
classroom. We must continue to strive for the 
highest standards in all that we do. Uniform 
and personal appearance is an important   
aspect of this and we expect all students to 
wear full uniform at all times. As ever,         
attendance and punctuality remain crucial to        
students making good progress. Finally,     
students must remember to take responsibility 
for their own behaviour. We expect them to 
make the correct choices concerning their   
behaviour in lessons, around the school and in 
the wider community. 
 
I am also delighted to welcome some new  
editions to our staff; 
 
Mrs T Yelland has joined as our new Deputy   
Department Lead in English 
 
Ms B Daglish has arrived from New Zealand to 
join the English Team 
 
Mr G Hill is our new colleague in Design and 
Technology 
 
Ms M Walsh is a welcome part of our catering 
team 
 
Finally I would like to thank Mr J Milne for      
producing another fantastic end of term      
assembly in December. It was a real pleasure 
awarding all the certificates to a large number 
of students. I am expecting there will be even 
more by the end of this term. 
 
Enjoy this edition of Insight 
 

Mr J Whelan 
Headteacher 
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SHARING THE DETAIL AND THE BIGGER PICTURE WITH  OUR COMMUNITY  

 

Lessons in life for Sir 
Frederic Osborn students 
 
Students at Sir Frederic Osborn School 
were privileged to have former student 
Andy Griffiths, back with them this week to     
deliver presentations about the work he is 
currently doing as a Professional Golf 
coach in Shanghai.  
 
Andy left Welwyn Garden City to pursue 
his dream as a PGA Golf Professional.   
After studying Applied Golf Management 
at the University of Birmingham he moved 
into golf coaching. This has taken him all 
over the world, from cruise ships to the 
worldôs top golf courses. He is now based 
in China working as the Director of Miga 
Shanghai and he coaches the Chinese 
National Golf Team. 
 
He spoke to the students about his new 
book which describes his journey to      
become a golf coach in China. It contains 
some exciting stories from a world far    
removed from Panshanger. Each chapter 
also contains a life lesson with a challenge 
to us all about how we might apply this to 
our own lives. The book is called óPutting it 
Out There : Life in full Swing.ô 
 
The students were engaged and motivated 
by the presentation to want follow their 
own dreams. They asked plenty of 
thoughtful questions and immediately 
asked to borrow a copy of the book, which 
Andy kindly donated to the school library.   
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There are still a few places left on the Aladdin theatre 
trip on Wednesday 8th February, leaving school at 
4.45pm.  
 
If you would like to attend please download the letter 
from www.sfosborn.herts.sch.uk or pick up a copy of 
the letter from reception. Please log onto óWisepayô to 
make the payment of Ã47 and return the reply slip to 
the Finance Department.  
 
Miss G Ward 

Year 11 Director of Learning  

Attendance & Attainment 
  

We want your childôs life to be a success! We do 
not want your child to fail! We are sure that as a 
parent you want exactly the same things for your 
child.  How can we work together and make it      

happen? 
  

¶ ¶ Children should come to school every day. 

Our schoolôs attendance target is 96% but   
children should always aim for 100% 

¶ ¶ We WANT children to learn so that they have 

the opportunity to go to college or university, 
take up an apprenticeship/training and find a 
good job. 

¶ ¶ If your child is not in school, missing odd days 

he/she is falling behind and itôs harder to catch 
up with school work.  

¶ ¶ If your child is genuinely ill please provide the 

school with a note so that the absence can be   
authorised. Please ensure you ring the school 
in the morning to inform us of the absence. 

¶ ¶ Please try wherever possible to book medical   

appointments outside of school hours. If the      
appointment has to be during the school day 
please send your child to school before and    
after the appointment where possible. 

¶ ¶ If you are having problems getting your child 

to school please talk to us. 
¶ ¶ If your child takes one day off every week, at 

the end of the school year it will give a total of      
nearly 8 weeks off school! 

  
Alongside attendance is punctuality. It is imperative 
that your child is punctual to school. Registration in 
the morning is 8.30am therefore your child needs to 
be lined up outside their Form Room at 8.30am and 
not arriving to school at this time. The back gate will 
be locked at 8.30am every morning; if your child uses 
this entrance please ensure that they leave for school 
in plenty of time so they arrive before the gates are 
locked. 
  

Mr J Baranowski  

Assistant Headteacher 

Headteacher Awards 
 

Ronnie Coles

  

8R

  

Excellent recording skills in Art 

Mollie Hall

 

  

11E Fundraising for the Camps        

International trip to Cambodia for 

volunteering in humanitarian and 

environmental work 

Liberty Newbury

  

10B Fundraising for the Camps        

International trip to Cambodia for 

volunteering in humanitarian and 

environmental work 

Megan Nicolson 11S Fundraising for the Camps        

International trip to Cambodia for 

volunteering in humanitarian and 

environmental work 

Rhianna Smith

  

11R Fundraising for the Camps        

International trip to Cambodia for 

volunteering in humanitarian and 

environmental work 

Charlotte Stoten 10B Fundraising for the Camps        

International trip to Cambodia for 

volunteering in humanitarian and 

environmental work 

Ellie Thomas 11S Fundraising for the Camps        

International trip to Cambodia for 

volunteering in humanitarian and 

environmental work 

Lessons in life for Sir Frederic Osborn           
students cont. 
 
Andy himself said of his visit, ñIt was a privilege to 
speak to the students at my former school and to see 
so many friendly faces amongst the staff.ò 
 
It was a real treat for the current students to see how 
successful one of their predecessors has become 
and it adds an extra level of interest when former        
students share their experiences. 

 
Mr J Whelan 
Headteacher 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

http://www.sfosborn.herts.sch.uk/files/Trips/2016/Aladdin.pdf
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Sixth Form Focus 
 
Exam Information 

Friday 20 January 2017 -4pm 
Last date to return summer exam entry forms to    
Exams Officer 

  
Friday 20 January 2017 -4pm 
Last date to return AS re-sit forms plus Exam fee 
(Ã25 per unit) to Exams Officer. 

 

Forthcoming Events 
Thursday 2 February 2017 
Year 12 & 13 consultation evening at Sir Frederic  
Osborn 5pm-8pm. 

 
Student Voice  
As part of the student voice, this term we have been 
involved in making positive changes in our school and 
fundraising for local and national charities. 
 
Our Head Boy (Joshua Aylott),  Head Girl (Charley 
Holloway-Biddle), Deputy Head Boy (Charlie Evans) 
and Deputy Head Girl (Natasha McNab) attended a 
meeting with our Head Teacher, Mr J Whelan, to      
discuss issues raised by students including            
refurbishing toilets, more food options in the canteen 
and potential reward trips. 
 
Student voice has also helped organise Christmas 
Jumper Day at Sir Frederic Osborn on Friday the 16th 
of December where money was split between "Save 
the Children"  and "Family Lives" our local charity. 
 
We are currently discussing future ideas about how 
our school can continue to develop and how we can 
aid our wider community. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Josh Aylott 

Sixth Form Head Boy 
 
 

GCSE and A-Level Certificates 
 
If you need to pick up your GCSE or A-Level         
certificates, please come to reception.  
 
If you are getting someone to pick these up on your 
behalf then please ensure you provide a letter giving 
your authorisation. Your representative will also need 
to bring identification with them. 
 
Mrs E Kelley 

Examinations Officer 

UCAS update 
I am very proud and pleased to announce that the 
majority of students, wishing to go to University in 
2017, have now applied and 100% have successfully 
obtained at least four offers, with five students     
gaining unconditional offers (for one student all offers 
are  unconditional).  Well done all. 
 
Huge congratulations to all students for passing this 
stage of the process. I am sure, that with your       
continued hard work and determination you will     
succeed in the next part of the journey.   
 
Well done so far. 

 
Ms S Minoughan 

Director of Sixth Form 

 

Dragons Den Quiz Night 
 
Join us on Friday 20th January for the Dragons Den 

Quiz night 5-7pm 
 
Tickets Ã3 on the door 
 
Get your teams of 4 or more together and come 
along for a fun evening! 

 
Mr R Sutton 

Teacher of Geography 

Parent/Carer Reminder 
 
Please return the Data Collection sheet and Annual 
Medical Consent Form to Reception as soon as     
possible to ensure that we have the most up to date 
contact details. 

 
Thank you 
 

 

Reports  
 
Have you seen your son or daughters report? If not, 
please contact Mrs Kelly by email on:  
Eileen.kelly@sfosborn.sch.herts.uk 

mailto:Eileen.kelly@sfosborn.sch.herts.uk
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IMPORTANT REMINDER  
Schools Closure Notification  
System - Parent Registration 

 
Parents/Carers are invited to sign up to receive      
messages via the Schools Closure Notification       
System, which is run through Hertfordshire County    
Council.   
 

We are delighted that more than 280 parents have 
signed up for this valuable service.  A test message 
was sent earlier in the week so please continue to 
sign up so you have the most up to date information. 
 
By signing up you will be notified electronically if the 
school has to close in an emergency or due to severe 
weather. Please read the instructions carefully below 
to help you register: 
  
To sign up, you will need to follow the link:  

member.everbridge.net/index/892807736725489 
 
This link will direct you to the ñSign Upò page where 
you should click on the ñsign upò button located at the 
top right hand side of the page on the grey strip and 
from there follow the instructions. It should take no 
more than 5 minutes to register and you can edit the 
information at any time should you change mobile 
number or email address. 
 
Each contact within the system can have 2 devices 
added for each communication type,  this means that 
in addition to adding you own mobile number and 
email address, you could include the mobile number 
and email address of a partner or a grandparent for 
example in the registration process. They too would 
then receive any messages in relation to the schoolôs 
closure. Alternatively, interested parties could register 
themselves separately. 

 
If you have children at more than one school you can 
register for those schools too in a single registration 
process by selecting all schools you have children at. 
 
Once signed up you will receive messages relating to 
the status of your childôs school immediately. 
 
If you have any queries please contact the school on 
01707 351350 or email  
admin@sfosborn.herts.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Grant received for óA Room in Mindô 
 
Our  bid to Healthwatch Hertfordshire for Ã500 to 
launch a óRoom in Mindô with help and ideas from    
students with their own mental health stories has been 
successful.  The  room will have an area for students 
to come and spend part of break or lunchtime           
accessing the mental health websites and talking to 
their mentor in mind  (also part of this on-going        
project) . There will be resources available to sign post 
them to self-help and support groups, leaflets and   
other resources.   
 
During óFeeling Good Weekô in February those        
students who would like to be involved will be          
organising and planning what the area will look and 
feel like and decide how it will best suit their needs. 
The facility will be open for Feel Good Week but also 
for the     future. 
 
The Aim is to break the stigma of Mental Health issues 
and provide a supportive and safe environment for our 
students. If you would like to be involved please let you 
Director Of Learning know by the end of January so 
that we can get the project started. 
 
Miss S Akers  

Safeguarding officer and Mental Health Lead 

member.everbridge.net/index/892807736725489
mailto:admin@sfosborn.herts.sch.uk
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Autumn Term Extra Curricular  

Across the Autumn Term we achieved over 2000   

attendances - 2062 to be precise! It is brilliant to see 

so many of our students taking advantage of the    

extensive opportunities provided for them by The PE 

department and The Leadership Academy.  

 

Our target for this 5 week half term is 1500            

attendances! 

 

Why not take a risk and try a new club, you might just 

like it! 

 

Regan Carolan 

Head of the Leadership Academy 

 

Leadership Academy Update  
 
PE Department-Spring Term Clubs list 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome      

everyone back after the Christmas break. We hope all 

of our students, staff, parents and carers had a      

brilliant and well deserved rest. 

 

This term we have once again aimed for a set of 

clubs that are accessible to all abilities, allowing every 

student in the school the opportunity to try something 

new and keep active. We feel with increased         

participation and growing confidence within a sport, 

we can start to select a vast amount of our students 

to represent the school at upcoming School Games 

competitions. 

 

Please see the new clubs list for the Spring Term. 

Some noticeable changes include different activities 

on the same weekday based upon week 1 or week 2 

in the timetable. We have also added Dance,     

Trampolining and Trampette clubs in preparation for 

our annual Gym and Dance Display. Basketball has 

moved to Thursday after school with the two sessions 

combined into one. The popular Cheerleading club 

has made a very welcome return, moving to a     

Monday after school. Please note: Trampolining, 

Rowing and Army Boot Camp are in preparation for 

upcoming competitions and are for students who 

want to be considered for those teams. 

Double Blog Award 
 
Well done once again to Regan Carolan and Mrs M 
Salter who helped us win two School Games Awards 
for December; Most Active Student and Most      
Active School.  
 
Congratulations, this is a great 
achievement. 
 
Mr J Chappell 
Teacher of PE 


